AlIM celebrates four years
of landmark achievements.
0 reached a number of
landmarks, including
welcoming its 400th company to the
market. Over 420 companies have
now used AIM as their public market.

Since the turn of the year, the AIM
index has risen by more than 27 per cent
(see page 2) and just under £220 million
has been raised on the market. Despite a
quiet start to the year, the market picked
up significantly in the second quarter —

24 new companies joined the market from
January to June, covering a wide range of
economic sectors.

Over 50 companies have now
progressed to the main market, including
Versailles Group, which left AIM in October
1997 and entered the FTSE 250 in June of
this year. Furthermore, 27 companies have

been taken over and, on 19 June, AlM’s
fourth birthday, the market celebrated with

VER the past year AIM has
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arecord 322 companies quoted.

High technology sectors of the market,
which represent about 25 per cent of AIM
companies, have attracted much interest

Promoting emerging technology

OLLOWING the enthusiastic

response to the Stock

Exchange stand at the FEI
(Federation of Electronics Industry)

Forum in November last year, the
Exchange co-sponsored the second
event, held in Birmingham in late
May. The ‘FEI Investment Forum for
Emerging Growth Technology
Companies’ is an event where

investors can meet emerging
technology companies “to promote
the growth and development of
emerging British technology.”
During the day, 26 companies held
presentations and had the
opportunity to visit the stands and
talk to Exchange representatives
about the opportunities offered

by both our markets.

over the last 12 months — and the top
50 performing AIM companies in the year
to date have risen by an average of 104
per cent. Another significant achievement
of AIM is the amount of money that
companies have been able to raise through
further issues after they have come to the
market, which today totals over £1.1 billion.
There are currently eight AIM-specific
venture capital trusts, and 56 AIM
companies have received £57 million. Two
specialist AIM investment trusts, Ivory &
Sime’s AIM Trust and Close Investment’s
Beacon Investment Trust, are among the
top five leading smaller companies
investment trusts both over the last three
months and the last year in terms of
growth in asset value. ®



